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Information Policy and Technology in the News: Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA)
	Information policy defines how societies manage the creation, access, and use of information in the digital age. In 2025, the U.S. Congress revisited the Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) to address growing concerns about the effects of social media algorithms on youth mental health. This conversation gained renewed urgency after a June 3, 2025, federal injunction blocked the enforcement of Florida’s new social media restrictions for minors (Payne, 2025). The renewed attention to youth online safety reflects both a legislative and ethical challenge: how to protect children from digital harm without infringing on privacy or free expression.
The Policy Event

	As reported by The Verge, lawmakers are preparing a House package of kids' online safety bills, and KOSA may return without its key “duty of care” provision. This clause would have required platforms to mitigate specific harms to minors (Feiner, 2025). Even with revisions, the package is expected to retain provisions for default-high protection settings, limits on addictive design (such as infinite scroll), and companion measures like COPPA 2.0 AND Sammy’s Law (Feiner, 2025).
	In Florida, state legislators attempted to implement one of the most restrictive laws in the nation, banning social media accounts for users under 14 and requiring parental consent for those aged 14 and 15. However, U.S. District Judge Mark Walker ruled that this law was likely unconstitutional because it directly burdened minors’ rights to engage in and access speech (Payne, 2025). The federal KOSA bill, in contrast, focuses on platform design and accountability rather than outright restricting access.
Core Issue and Policy Implications

	At the center of KOSA lies the tension between youth protection and freedom of information. Supporters believe design-focused safety standards will reduce exposure to harmful content. In contrast, others worry that removing the act’s central “duty of care” could weaken its effectiveness in addressing online harms (Feiner, 2025). As Feiner (2025) reported, both advocates for stricter regulation and free-speech proponents are dissatisfied with the bill; some fear the bill no longer goes far enough, while others believe it could still lead to excessive content moderation. These disagreements reflect Judith Pasek’s (2015) framework of the information cycle, especially the stages of access and use, where privacy, transparency, and expression intersect. 
	These policy dynamics also reflect Pasek’s (2015) framework of the information cycle, especially the stages of access and use, where privacy, transparency, and expression intersect. KOSA’s potential to establish a federal baseline for youth safety could replace the current patchwork of state laws, but the challenge remains in crafting rules that balance protection without suppression.
Stakeholders and Perspectives

	The stakeholders in this issue include policymakers, technology companies, parents, educators, and digital-rights advocates. Platforms such as Meta, TikTok, and YouTube would face significant compliance responsibilities, including transparency in their algorithms and the implementation of age-appropriate settings. Parents and educators broadly support these protections but worry about surveillance risks or overreach. Advocacy groups are split; some value stricter safeguards, while others fear reduced access for marginalized youth (Feiner, 2025). Pasek (2015) emphasizes that economic incentives, such as engagement-driven revenue models, often clash with ethical obligations to protect users, especially children.
Assessment and Implications

	The KOSA debate underscores the need for information policy to adapt to evolving technology. Policymakers now face the challenge of regulating algorithmic environments without undermining innovation or rights. For information professionals, this reinforces the need to advocate for digital literacy, ethical data practices, and equitable access. For society, it calls for collaboration among parents, platforms, and government to prioritize children’s mental and emotional well-being in digital spaces.
Conclusion

	KOSA represents a pivotal moment in defining the boundaries of online responsibility. It seeks to align platform design with values of safety, transparency, and accountability while navigating constitutional limits on speech and access. As Pasek (2015) reminds us, effective information policy must balance competing interests, protecting vulnerable users while preserving the open exchange essential to democracy. Thoughtfully implemented, KOSA could mark progress toward a safer, more ethical digital environment for the next generation.
Personal Reflection

	Writing about the Kids Online Safety Act reminded me that behind every policy are real families, real children, and the quiet hope that technology will help them grow rather than harm them. I believe that giving children unrestricted access to social media is like handing them something powerful without guidance, like fire in untrained hands. It can illuminate or it can burn. Technology should serve as a bridge to learning and creativity, not a weapon against a child’s self-worth. When I think about information policy, I see it as building guardrails of care, structures that protect innocence, guide exploration, and preserve trust in a world that moves faster than our understanding. Protecting children’s digital spaces is not about fear; it is about love, responsibility, and the promise that progress will never come at the cost of a child’s peace.
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